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SUBJECT: Emergency Adoptions regarding Solar Photovoltaic Systems in the 

2013 California Building Code and 2013 California Residential Code  
 
The purpose of this Information Bulletin is to bring attention to emergency code adoptions now 
effective in the 2013 California Building Code (Part 2, Title 24, California Code of Regulations) 
and the 2013 California Residential Code (Part 2.5, Title 24, California Code of Regulations), 
but not yet available as a Supplement (blue colored paper) for insertion in the applicable parts of 
the California Building Standards Code, Title 24. 
 
At its April 22, 2014, meeting the California Building Standards Commission (Commission) 
approved emergency amendments proposed by the Office of the State Fire Marshal relevant to 
the effective date of the Underwriters Laboratories (UL) 1703 standard pertaining to the testing 
of solar photovoltaic systems.  These emergency amendments became effective upon filing with 
the Secretary of State on April 23, 2014, as required by California Government Code Section 
11346.1. 
 
The Office of the State Fire Marshal completed the last of the required rulemaking steps as 
required by the California Building Standards Law, and the Commission approved the final 
rulemaking at its July 22, 2014, meeting.  The approved final language of these emergency 
amendments follows: 
 

 2013 California Building Code (Part 2, Title 24, California Code of Regulations) 
 
1505.9 Photovoltaic panels and modules. Effective January 1, 2015, Rooftop 
mounted photovoltaic systems shall be tested, listed and identified with a fire 
classification in accordance with UL 1703. The fire classification shall comply with Table 
1505.1 based on the type of construction of the building. 

 
 

 2013 California Residential Code (Part 2.5, Title 24, California Code of Regulations) 
 

R902.4 Photovoltaic panels and modules. Effective January 1, 2015, Rooftop 
mounted photovoltaic systems shall be tested, listed and identified with a fire 
classification in accordance with UL 1703. The fire classification shall comply with Table 
1505.1 of the California Building Code based on the type of construction of the building. 
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These emergency provisions will be printed within Supplements being published at this time for 
issuance on or before January 1, 2015.  These Supplements will be printed on blue colored 
paper for insertion into the code, and will incorporate the changes made to the 2013 California 
Building Standards Code as approved by the Commission at its July 22, 2014, meeting.   
 
Persons already having subscribed to receive published Supplements will generally receive the 
Supplements by U.S. Postal Service. For information about subscribing to receive Supplements 
from the code publishers, contact: 
 

 International Code Council - Errata Central at:    
http://www.iccsafe.org/cs/codes/Pages/errata.aspx?r=ERRATA/.  
Telephone: 800-786-4452, or website  

 

 The International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials (IAPMO) at:  
Online Store website: http://iapmomembership.org/ .  
Telephone: 909- 472-4208 or Email: at publications@iapmo.org 
 

 National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) – BNI Publishers at:  
http://www.bnibooks.com/ .  
Telephone: 888-264-2665 

 
Questions concerning this bulletin should be directed to this office at (916) 263-0916 or via e-
mail at cbsc@dgs.ca.gov . 
 

 

 
 
Jim McGowan 
Executive Director 
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